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UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ VIDEO INTERVIEW ARCHIVE

24 x Video Interview session with Butoh related artists and creatives on the research of
Butoh today. The investigation and survey was carried out as the main objective to
collated an independent video archive as the foundation for my artistic creation.
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UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ RESEARCH IN TASHIRO

One of the major inspirations for the project is the famed photographic series titled *
Kamaitchi” by Eikoh Hosoe, who captured the performance photos of the founder of Butaoh,

Tatsumi Hijikata in the remote village of Tashiro within Akita Japan.
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UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ RESEARCH IN TASHIRO

Research at The Kamaitchi Museum in Tashiro. The Museum is set up in 2014, 50 years after
Tatsumi Hijikata and Eikoh Hosoe had visit the Village. The encounters with the wvillages who
met Hijikata 50 years ago was a vaulable oral histoires recoreded as part of the research

archive.
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UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ HIJIKATA TOMB MEMORIAL

Visit to Hijlkata's Tomb Memonral on his 31st Death Annivrsary as a symbolic gesture, for
inital commuication with his spirit, in preparation for interview session with ltako [shamen)




UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ TOHOKU FIELD TRIP RESEARCH

The Field-Trip Research provided various visual material for the documentary making
process, where we started from Tashiro to Akita to Aomorn and finally reach the northen tip

of Tohoku at Osorezan. Through the journey, we have discovered many more historical and
sub-cultures from the Tohoku Region.




UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ TOHOKU FIELD TRIP RESEARCH

Research on After-lives culture at Koboji Temple in Aomorn, where there is a collection of
about 1000 Japanese Doll for After-Lives marriage. The Earliest doll was dated back to the

1940s




UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ TOHOKU FIELD TRIP RESEARCH

Hundreds of abandoned Jizo Status are collected in this temple in Aomorn and it has a
tradition of ltako gathering to help people to connect to the ghosts of relatives and family
menber. It holds the same practise as the temple in Osorezan, but it was not commercialize

as what Osorezan is today.




UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ INTERVIEWING HIJIKATA’s SPIRIT

We manage to locate one of the last few practicing ltake [Hiroke Matsuda) who work at
Osorezan and visited her home in Hachinohe. We requested session to call for the Spirit of
Tatsumi Hijkata. We interview Hijikata on buoth and telling him how Butoh had evloved for
the last 30 years. Finally we invited him to collborate on the new performance in 2018




UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ SAPPORO INTL BUTOH FESTIVAL

At the end of the Research trip in Tohoku, we travelled to Sapporo to attend the internationl
Butoh Festival. This was a great chance to meet and interview Butoh Artist. We are also
givien permissions to film the butoh performances at the festival which provided an overview
on the trends and interests of both local and international Butoh Artists Today.




UNBEARABLE DARKNESS REPORT _ HIJIKATA ARCHIVE KEIO ART CENTER

The next phase of the research was to further the studies at the Hipkata Archive at the Keio
University Art Center. We start to deepen the research aread and identify the matenal that

can be develop for the the projects. Discussion with the Archive had also led to many new
discoverings and ideas on the creation process.




